
The connections between Martin Luther and Weimar are 

closer than it might seem. Luther visited the city quite 

often between 1518 and 1540. 

Among other places, the Franciscan 

monastery at the Palais was one of 

the places he stayed, and nowadays 

a plaque there commemorates 

that fact. During his visits, Luther 

preached at the City Church of St. 

Peter and Paul many times. From 24 

until 26 October 1522 he preached 

four times altogether at the Weimar 

castle church and the City Church. 

The pamphlet  “About secular pow-

ers and to what extent one should 

be obedient“ or the so-called “Two 

Kingdoms Doctrine” of 1523 origi-

nated here during these sermons 

and has shaped the protestant 

understanding of the relationship 

between faith and politics ever since. 

In the City Church the triptych by Lucas Cranach the Younger 

illustrates Luther’s teachings.

LUTHER in WEIMAR

Tourist Information Weimar

Markt 10, 99423 Weimar 
Phone +49 (0) 3643 745-0  ·  mail to: tourist-info@weimar.de 
www.weimar.de 

Opening hours: 
April to October:

Monday – Saturday 9.30 am – 7:00 pm
Sunday and public holiday 9.30 am – 3:00 pm 

November to March:
Monday – Friday 9.30 am – 6:00 pm
Weekend and public holiday 9.30 am – 2:00 pm 

Luther-Portrait ais der Cranach-Galerie  
im Schlossmuseum Weimar
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Weimar and the 
Reformation

e n g l i s h

E v e n t s  a n d  G u i d e d  t o u r s

Thursday, 25 May – Sunday, 28 May 2017 
Kirchentag auf dem Weg

„Nun sag, wie hast Du’s mit der Religion?“ (“Now tell me, what do 
you think of religion?”). The famous question posed by Margarete 
in Goethe’s Faust is the motto of the “Kirchentag auf dem Weg” 
(“Church Congress Underway”) that will take place from 25-28 
May 2017 in Jena and Weimar.  – A weekend to celebrate and expe-
rience cultural highlights. 

Thursday, 25 May – Sunday, 28 May 2017
Presentation of the Luther Bible of 1534

Renaissance Hall of the Herzogin Anna Amalia Bibliothek

Thursday, 25 May 2017, 8:00 pm
Lutheran Symphonics –  

Luther chorals in modern style

Staatskapelle Weimar, Chamber Choir of the University of Music 
FRANZ LISZT Weimar 
Weimarhalle

Friday, 26 May 2017, 7:30 pm
St. John’s Passion by Carl Philipp Emanuel Bach

Semi-concertante performance with soloists and choir of the 
Deutsches Nationaltheater Weimar

Guided tours 

Weimar as place of Reformation

Many details about Martin Luther and the history of the Refor-
mation are connected with Weimar.  
Duration: 2 hours 
Price: € 95 per group up to 25 people (+ church tickets)

Public tour with the I-guide

Discover Weimar on foot. Be thoroughly entertained by the two 
famous German writers, Goethe and Schiller as they, with the  
assistance of sound, music and pictures, accompany you per-
sonally on a stroll around their German home town.The iGuide 
PDA’s can be hired from the tourist information, Markt 10 in 
Weimar. The tours are available in English, Dutch and German. 
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 1 Historical Anna Amalia Bibliothek
 2 City Palace with painting gallery
 3 Kunsthalle Harry Graf Kessler 
 4 Lutherhof
 5 Former Franciscan monastery (Am Palais) 
 6 Town Church St. Peter & Paul 
 7 Tourist Information Weimar
 8 Congress centrum neue weimarhalle
 9 Deutsches Nationaltheater Weimar500 m
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H e r z o g i n  A n n a  A m a l i a  B i b l i o t h e k

Weimar Edition

Since Luther’s 400th birthday in 1883, the critical edition 
of his works, of which 117 volumes have already been 
completed to date. For many years this monumental edi-
tion was printed by the publisher Hermann Böhlau in the 
building that now houses the city archive, which is why it 
is called the Weimar Edition.

Luther Bible

Together with four other Thuringian Luther documents, 
one of the most precious books in the holdings of the 
Herzogin Anna Amalia Bibliothek was registered as part of 
the UNESCO “Memory of the World” in 2015: The first com-
plete translation of the Old and New Testaments by Martin 
Luther (Wittenberg 1534). The Weimar copy is particularly 
remarkable because of the magnificent colouration of the 
128 woodcuts and pictorial initials.

Platz der Demokratie 1  
Klassik Stiftung Weimar
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Weimar City Palace and its Cranach Gallery

Five years after the completion of the classicist, three-storey 
palace in 1913, the monarchy abdicated power. The classicist state 
apartments with festival hall, generous stairway and grand gallery 
belong to the most beautiful in Europe. The most important art 
collections can be found in the Lucas Cranach Gallery: Works by 
Cranach, Dürer and their contemporaries can be admired there. 
Lucas Cranach the Elder, who died in Weimar in 1953, created 
many paintings and drawings of Martin Luther and his wife, Kat-
harina von Bora.

Burgplatz 4 
Klassik Stiftung Weimar 

Information
phone: +49 (0) 3643 545-400 
mail to info@klassik-stiftung.de  
opening hours: www.klassik-stiftung.de 
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Luther-Bibel © Foto: Candy Welz

Cranach-Galerie © Foto: Jens Hauspurg

E x h i b i t i o n s 

29 April – 23 July 2017
Monumental Weimar. The historical paintings 

from the Weimarhalle by Hans W. Schmidt 

The historical painter Hans W. Schmidt created a series of pain-
tings for the Weimarhalle in 1930 that portray historical scenes 
from the city’s past. With Johann Friedrich, Cranach or Bach, 
some of the important Protestant protagonists are portrayed. 
The choice of subjects and the artistic style of these “Weimarhalle 
Pictures”, now shown for the first time as a series in many years, 
will also be critically evaluated.

Kunsthalle “Harry Graf Kessler” Weimar 

Lutherhof

This building dating back to 1492 is where a friend of Martin 
Luther’s once lived, and is one of the places where the reformer 
himself is said to have stayed. Today it boasts a small museum 
about the life of Johannes Daniel Falk (1768-1826), who also 
lived here. Falk worked as a writer, diplomat and teacher in 
Weimar. He is known as the author of the words to the Christmas 
carol “O du fröhliche” and as the caregiver for needy children.

Luthergasse 1a

Franciscan Monastery at the Palais

The Franciscan monastery opened in 1453, and Luther preached 
in its church. It now houses the University of Music FRANZ LISZT 
Weimar. A memorial plaque commemorates Martin Luther. 

Am Palais
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Stadtschloss Weimar © Foto: Jens Hauspurg

City Church of St. Peter and Paul with Cranach 

Altar

The late-gothic City Church of St. Peter and Paul was built as a 
three-nave hall church from 1498–1500. The triptych altar pain-
ting dominates the choir. Lucas Cranach the Younger completed 
it in 1555. The Cranach Altar is considered one of the principal 
works of the German late Renaissance. It is an illustration of 
Lutheran theology. The Luther shrine is also noteworthy, a trip-
tych dating from the year 1572 showing Martin Luther as a monk, 
as Squire George and as a teacher. Martin Luther preached here 
many times. The City Church of St. Peter and Paul, the Herder 
House and Garden and the adjacent Old Gymnasium belong to 
UNESCO World Heritage “Classical Weimar”.

Herderplatz 8

Opening hours

April to October
Monday – Friday 10.00 am   – 6.00pm
Saturday 10.00 am – 12.00 and 2.00 pm – 4.00 pm
Sunday 11.00 am – 12.00 and 2.00 pm  – 4.00 pm

November to March
Monday – Saturday 10.00 am – 4.00 pm
Sunday 11.00 am – 12.00 and 2.00 pm  – 4.00 pm

Advent season
Monday – Friday 10.00 am – 5.00 pm
Saturday 10.00 am – 12.00 and 2.00 pm – 5.00 pm
Sunday 11.00 am – 12.00 and 2.00 pm  –  4.00 pm

6

Cranach-Altar © Foto: Maik Schuck


